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Arizona Trail to get new management plan
EMERY COWAN Sun Staff Reporter  Aug 12, 2017

The 800-mile-long Arizona Trail that spans the length of the state is getting a new level of management.

It will come in the form of a comprehensive plan aimed at better protecting and preserving the trail’s resources,

whether they are located on federal, state, county, municipal or private land.

Federal agencies released an initial draft of the plan earlier this month and as a first step, are reaching out to the public

for feedback.

Among the dozens of people who showed up to Flagsta�’s public comment meeting on Thursday evening, three major

concerns about the trail’s future came to the fore: trail condition and maintenance, urban growth near the trail and

nearby energy and minerals projects.

The Arizona Trail as it approaches the Verde River in Tonto National Forest.

US Forest Service/courtesy
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Right now, there aren’t enough resources to maintain the trail, said Andrea Michaels, who lives part-time in Flagsta�

and is a designated steward for part of the trail north of the San Francisco Peaks. Trail construction and maintenance

rely largely on volunteers at this point, and it has become known as the state’s largest volunteer project.

On other parts of the trail, nearby mining projects are forcing the route to be moved or are posing a threat of tailings

being deposited near the trail, both of which were major concerns for Steve Cha�ee. Cha�ee, who has hiked the trail in

both directions, said he also worries about overcrowding along the part of the route that passes through Grand Canyon

National Park on the popular North Kaibab and South Kaibab trails.

“Every five minutes you had people saying, ‘Hi how are you?’” Cha�ee said. “It really diminished my experience because

there were so many people down there.”

Attendees at Thursday’s meeting included bikers, runners, hikers and lots of Arizona Trail Association members,

re�ecting the trail’s broad user base.

Scott Heinsius, the owner of Cosmic Cycles, was carrying his bike helmet as he looked over posters and maps on display.

He said he decided to attend just to see what was going on with the trail. Standing beside him, Absolute Bikes General

Manager Anthony Quintile spoke about the Arizona Trail’s value in connecting many trails in Flagsta�’s system and

providing a wilderness-type experience for bikers, who aren’t allowed in designated wilderness on the San Francisco

Peaks.

A cyclist tours the Arizona Trail through an aspen grove on upper Hart Prairie.

Caroline Wilson/courtesy
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The trail is also an important asset for Ian Torrence, who attended the meeting and is the director of the Flagsta� to

Grand Canyon Stagecoach Line 100 Mile race, which follows the Arizona Trail. The new comprehensive plan will

consider how to allow new special uses like trail races, which Torrence conceded is a “pretty sticky subject.”

Even with his background, Torrence said he supports limits on special use permits that would prevent events if they

duplicate what’s already being done. At the same time, though, he said his event introduces people to the trail, brings

awareness to its less-traveled parts and potentially creates new advocates for the trail in the long run.

While Torrence said he wants to see many parts of the trail stay wild, heavily used places like Aspen Corner

on Snowbowl Road could use additional infrastructure like toilets and better signage.

PLAN FEATURES
Federal o�icials acknowledged that Flagsta� residents have a unique relationship with the Arizona Trail as it passes

right through the city. There’s also the fact that the single biggest chunk of trail is on the Coconino National Forest, said

Adam Milnor, a planner with the National Park Service who is helping with the trail plan.

The trail, which was completed in 2011, is one of 11 congressionally designated national scenic trails nationwide. It's

o�icial name is the Arizona National Scenic Trail. With that designation comes a requirement for agencies to create a

comprehensive trail plan.
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The plan will guide everything from land use decisions within the trail corridor to trail reroutes to determinations of

visitor capacity.

Included in the initial draft of the comprehensive plan is:

A framework for locating or relocating segments of the trail. One specific priority is to reroute the trail where it

shares an alignment with dirt roads so that hikers, bikers and equestrians aren’t traveling alongside motorized

vehicles, Milnor said.

Establishment of a corridor that extends one-half mile on either side of the trail on federal lands that will be

managed to benefit the Arizona Trail experience. The proposal would prohibit new energy or mineral-related

operations to be located directly in that corridor, for example. It would also call for forest thinning projects slated

for the trail corridor to be modified to protect the scenery for trail users, Milnor said.

A list of certain side and connecting trails proposed for designation as part of the Arizona Trail system, which

opens them up for more funding opportunities, said Laura White, trail administrator with the Forest Service.

A process for estimating visitor capacity to determine how much use the trail can take before the resources

become damaged or degraded or the user experience is compromised. It would also include suggestions for how to

Kathleen Jones at Fisher Point along the Arizona Trail above Walnut Canyon.

Courtesy/Rob Jones
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Emery Cowan
Emery Cowan writes about science, health and the environment for the Arizona Daily Sun, covering everything from forest restoration to endangered

species recovery efforts.

mitigate trail crowding, like encouraging people to hike the trail at di�erent times or access it from di�erent

locations. But the agencies are "a long way out from any sort of a limitation on use" Milnor said.

Calls for working with local governments, landowners and other entities to maintain the trail corridor and natural

character of the surrounding landscape. That could mean incorporating design features and mitigation into

nearby projects that would preserve trail, White said. 

GOOD RESPONSE
Matt Nelson, who is the director of the Arizona Trail Association and was not at Thursday’s meeting, said he is pleased

that his organization has been given a voice in the planning process.

He called the plan’s draft components “progressive” and said that most importantly, it better protects the trail.

“Up until now, without this in place, any land manager could entertain a project proposal without special protection for

the trail,” Nelson said. “Everybody has a di�erent language they speak and a di�erent style of management of a trail

system. This comprehensive plan provides direction to everybody."

"This is something we have been waiting for for years," he said.

Emery Cowan can be reached at (928) 556-2250 or ecowan@azdailysun.com

“Everybody has a different language they speak and a different style of
management of a trail system. This comprehensive plan provides
direction to everybody."

--Matt Nelson, director, Arizona Trail Association

https://azdailysun.com/users/profile/Emery%20Cowan
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=ecowan@azdailysun.com
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Arizona Trail plan discussion

Aug 8, 2017 Updated 49 min ago

The Sunflower Trail runs along the middle of the Arizona Trail, which runs from Mexico to Utah.

Photo courtesy of Randy Cockrell

The Forest Service will host a public hearing to discuss development of a comprehensive plan for the Arizona National Scenic Trail. The meeting for Rim

residents is from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 8 at Julia Randall Elementary School gym, 600 S. Green Valley Parkway, Payson.

The public meeting is an open house format with a short presentation on the plan at 6 p.m.

The comprehensive plan is being developed in partnership with the National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, Arizona State Parks, local

governments, and the Arizona Trail Association. The plan will guide management of the trail for the next 15 to 20 years.

The Arizona National Scenic Trail stretches over 800 miles from Mexico to the Utah border. Thousands of hikers, runners, mountain bicyclists, and

horseback riders enjoy the trail each year. It stretches through seven Arizona counties, four national forests, one state park, four National Park Service

sites including Grand Canyon National Park, and two Bureau of Land Management units. The Arizona National Scenic Trail was added to the National

Trails System by Congress in 2009. It is one of only 11 National Scenic Trails nationwide.
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“This trail has been a community project from day one,” said Laura White, Forest Service trail administrator.

“We hope supporters of the trail will take this opportunity to help us craft a long-term vision for its management and protection.”

Topics covered at each meeting include trail management, connectivity with local communities, access for recreation, and long-term protection.

Attendees will be able to review the preliminary Forest Service proposed action and provide feedback.

The meetings are scheduled during a 60-day comment period that began Aug. 1. Information on the Arizona National Scenic Trail Comprehensive Plan

can be found at:

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/azt/land-resources-management/

The National Trails System is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2018. More information can be found at:

https://www.trails50.org/

For more information on the Arizona National Scenic Trail, please contact Laura White at 520-388- 8328 or laurawhite@fs.fed.us.

Contact the reporter 

tmcquerrey@payson.com

This seven-mile hike along a portion of the Arizona Trail brought the group face to face with some apparently wild horses and burros.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/azt/land-resources-management/
https://www.trails50.org/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=laurawhite@fs.fed.us
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=tmcquerrey@payson.com
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Forest Service Seeks Input On Future Of The Arizona
Trail

By  Stina Sieg

Published: Thursday, August 17, 2017 - 7:25am
Updated: Thursday, August 17, 2017 - 4:01pm

The U.S. Forest Service is looking for input on a long-distance trail that runs through
the rugged center of the state. The Arizona Trail spans 800 miles, from Mexico to
Utah.    

The Arizona Trail was completed in 2011, and now the forest service is creating a
comprehensive plan for its future.
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(Photo by Stina Sieg - KJZZ)
The Arizona Trail is 800 miles
long and cuts through the center
of the state, heading from
Mexico to Utah. This is in the
northern section of the trail.

(Photo courtesy of The Arizona
Trail Association)
Map of the Arizona Trail.

Arizona Trail executive director Matthew Nelson said the plan will help protect the
trail from development by giving guidance to the various agencies that control the land
the trail winds through. He said the trail was dreamed up by a Flagstaff teacher
decades ago – and finally completed in 2011.

“It wasn’t a state or a federal project,” Nelson said. “And so, because it was really built
and maintained by the citizens of Arizona, it’s incredibly important that we, as
volunteers and trail users really help kind of guide the federal agency.”

He added that one of the beautiful things about the Arizona Trail is its solitude.

“When the trail was designed, the goal was to provide these wild Arizona experiences
in parts of the state people might not visit otherwise,” Nelson said. “To keep it really
far away from cities and even small communities.”

The forest service is taking input until October on a preliminary draft of the plan,
called a public scoping document. A first draft is expected by the winter of 2018. 
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ALBUQUERQUE – The U.S. Forest Service will host a public meeting in Kanab August 9 to discuss development of a
comprehensive plan for the Arizona National Scenic Trail.

The comprehensive plan is being developed in partnership with the National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management,
Arizona State Parks, local governments and the Arizona Trail Association. The plan will guide management of the trail for
the next 15 to 20 years.

The Arizona National Scenic Trail stretches over 800 miles from Mexico to the Utah border. Thousands of hikers, runners,
mountain bicyclists and horseback riders utilize the trail each year. It stretches through seven Arizona counties, four
National Forests, one state park, four National Park Service sites including Grand Canyon National Park and two Bureau
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The Arizona National Scenic Trail stretches over 800 miles from Mexico to the Utah border.

ALBUQUERQUE — The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) will host six public meetings in August throughout Arizona to
discuss development of a comprehensive plan for the Arizona National Scenic Trail. 

The comprehensive plan is being developed in partnership with the National Park Service, Bureau of Land
Management, Arizona State Parks, local governments, and the Arizona Trail Association. The plan will guide
management of the trail for the next 15 to 20 years.

The Arizona National Scenic Trail stretches over 800 miles from Mexico to the Utah border. Thousands of hikers,
runners, mountain bicyclists, and horseback riders enjoy the trail each year. It stretches through seven Arizona
counties, four National Forests, one state park, four National Park Service sites including Grand Canyon National
Park, and two Bureau of Land Management units. The Arizona National Scenic Trail was added to the National
Trails System by Congress in 2009.  It is one of only 11 National Scenic Trails nationwide.

“This trail has been a community project from day one,” said Laura White, Forest Service Trail administrator. “We
hope supporters of the trail will take this opportunity to help us craft a long-term vision for its management and
protection.”

All public meetings are open house format and run from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  A short presentation on the plan will
begin at 6 p.m. Meeting dates and locations are:

Payson, Ariz.
Aug. 8, 2017 Julia Randall Elementary School Gymnasium
600 S Green Valley Pkwy.

Kanab, Utah Aug. 9, 2017 Kanab City Library Multipurpose Room 374 N
Main St.

Flagstaff, Ariz.
Aug. 10, 2017 Flagstaff Aquaplex Community Meeting
Room A 1702 N. Fourth St.

Tucson, Ariz.
Aug. 15, 2017 Patrick K. Hardesty Midtown Multi-Service
Center 1100 S Alvernon Way

Superior, Ariz.
Aug. 16, 2017 Superior Chamber of Commerce 165 Main
St.

Tempe, Ariz.
Aug. 17, 2017 Pyle Adult Education Center Multipurpose
Room B 655 E Southern Ave.

Topics covered at each meeting include trail management, connectivity with
local communities, access for recreation, and long-term protection.  Attendees
will be able to review the preliminary Forest Service proposed action and
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provide feedback.

The meetings are scheduled during a 60-day comment period that begin
August 1.

More information on the Arizona National Scenic Trail Comprehensive Plan
can be found at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/azt/land-resources-
management/.
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Meetings scheduled on plan for Arizona National Scenic Trail

The Associated Press

July 15, 2017 02:01 PM

PHOENIX (AP) - Federal officials plan to hold public meetings next month on development of a

comprehensive plan for the Arizona National Scenic Trail, a route used by hikers, runners, mountain cyclists

and horseback riders.

Advertisement

The trail stretches over 800 miles between the Utah line and the U.S.-Mexico border.
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The Forest Service says the plan is being developed with federal agencies, the state park system, local

governments and the Arizona Trail Association to guide management and protection of the trail for the next

15 to 20 years.

Meetings are planned Aug. 8 in Payson, Aug. 9 in Kanab, Utah, and Aug. 10 in Flagstaff. Others will be held

Aug. 15 in Tucson, Aug. 16 in Superior and Aug. 17 in Tempe.

They're part of a 60-day comment period that begins Aug. 1.

(Copyright 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,

rewritten or redistributed.)
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Public meetings scheduled on plans for Arizona National
Scenic Trail

Associated Press Published 5:00 p.m. MT July 15, 2017

Federal officials plan to hold public meetings next
month on development of a comprehensive plan for
the Arizona National Scenic Trail, a route used by
hikers, runners, mountain cyclists and horseback
riders.

The trail is one of 11 national scenic trails and
stretches over 800 miles between the Utah line and the U.S.-Mexico border.

"This trail has been a community project from day one," said Laura White, Forest
Service trail administrator, in a news release. “We hope supporters of the trail will take
this opportunity to help us craft a long-term vision for its management and protection.”

The Forest Service says the plan is being developed with federal agencies, the state
park system, local governments and the Arizona Trail Association to guide
management and protection of the trail for the next 15 to 20 years.

All the meetings will run from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and are scheduled for Aug. 8 in
Payson, Aug. 9 in Kanab, Utah, Aug. 10 in Flagstaff,  Aug. 15 in Tucson, Aug. 16 in
Superior and Aug. 17 in Tempe.

They're part of a 60-day comment period that begins Aug. 1.

More details available through the Arizona Trail Association's website.

The Arizona Republic contributed to this article.

Before hitting the Arizona's trails, consider these six tips for safety.
Wochit
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Written By Nick VinZant

Officials seek input on new Arizona Trail
plan

Posted:
Updated:

   
PHOENIX (AP) - Federal officials plan to hold public meetings next
month on development of a comprehensive plan for the Arizona
National Scenic Trail, a route used by hikers, runners, mountain
cyclists and horseback riders.
    
The trail stretches over 800 miles between the Utah line and the
U.S.-Mexico border.
    
The Forest Service says the plan is being developed with federal agencies, the state park system,
local governments and the Arizona Trail Association to guide management and protection of the trail
for the next 15 to 20 years.
    
Meetings are planned Aug. 8 in Payson, Aug. 9 in Kanab, Utah, and Aug. 10 in Flagstaff. Others will
be held Aug. 15 in Tucson, Aug. 16 in Superior and Aug. 17 in Tempe.
    
They're part of a 60-day comment period that begins Aug. 1.
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