
Network for Arizona Trails  

Statewide Zoom Call on Trails and COVID (#6) 
Monday, June 15th from 12-1pm 

“Learning from Our Neighbors Part 2 and Preparing for the Future” 

Join Zoom Meeting -- https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84700486163 

Meeting ID: 847 0048 6163 | Password: 964666 | Dial-in option: 346-248-7799, 669-900-6833 
 

Agenda 

12:00pm Introductions and Orientation to Zoom (5 min)  

12:05 Round Robin Updates  (20 min)  

● Land Managers - local, state, federal 
● 4th of July, current fires, etc. 
● #RecreateResponsibly 

● Network for Arizona Trails steering committee 
● Grant funding 
● Topic sign-ups 

https://mailchi.mp/354e849fb1ee/what-is-your-interest 
○ Statewide political advocacy for access, policy and funding 
○ Statewide collaboration around outdoor recreation 
○ Volunteerism 
○ Diversity and Inclusion 
○ Training and Skills 
○ NEPA/Environmental Streamlining 
○ Fundraising and Operational Sustainability 
○ Trails and Environmental Considerations 

● Other Updates? 

12:25  Learning from our Neighbor - New Mexico Office of Outdoor Recreation  
Presentation and Q&A with Axie Navas, Director 

12:55  Wrap up and next meeting (shift to monthly - July 13th) 

1:00pm After meeting chat opportunity (15 min) 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84700486163
https://www.recreateresponsibly.org/
https://www.nmoutside.com/


---- 

Notes 

Adam - concern about areas being overcrowded, we can also enjoy and embrace when we 
have diverse  

Our job is to provide everyone an equal opportunity to enjoy recreation opportunities, our job is 
to make areas as welcoming as possible for everyone, FS LEO eucating and connecting folks to 
the resource, mind set that these are refuges for everyone, make spaces like this zoom call for 
everyone, employment opportunities for everyone. In terms of justice and equality to nature, 
some folks don’t feel comfortable networks like this should take this chharge seriously.  Example 
from Horton Creek. 
 

 

12:05 Round Robin Updates  (20 min)  

● Land Managers - local, state, federal 
● 4th of July, current fires, etc. 
● #RecreateResponsibly 

● Network for Arizona Trails steering committee 
● Grant funding - approved for Arizona State Parks grant. /this has 

been entirely volunteer so this will be instrumental in helping us 
move forward. 

● Topic sign-ups  - continue to sign up for future working groups and 
other action areas: 
https://mailchi.mp/354e849fb1ee/what-is-your-interest 

○ Statewide political advocacy for access, policy and funding 
○ Statewide collaboration around outdoor recreation 
○ Volunteerism 
○ Diversity and Inclusion 
○ Training and Skills 
○ NEPA/Environmental Streamlining 
○ Fundraising and Operational Sustainability 
○ Trails and Environmental Considerations 

● Tonto National Forest - lots of fires, most only moderate in size 
● NPS - fire on the north rim, petrified forest is reopened wildfires, will be the 

major story for a bit 

https://www.recreateresponsibly.org/


● Coconino and Kaibab - stage 2 fire restrictions 
● Jim Schenck, LOST - businesses have reopened but haven’t seen an uptick 

in the use of trails, guess 70% local people, increase in covid cases will effect 
visitorship along the trails 

● This will be our last meeting before the 4th of July holiday 
● Yavapai county - food drive and distribution effort, joint messaging, bringing 

together different resources to work on these evolving priorities 
● Office of Tourism - Josh: re-releasing their “rediscover Arizona” program on 

social media. Also renewing their recreate responsibly messaging on the 
web. Needs information to share in media interviews in terms of volume and 
changes in user patterns. 

12:25  Learning from our Neighbor - New Mexico Office of Outdoor Recreation  
Presentation and Q&A with Axie Navas, Director 
 
Signed into law just a little over a year ago - advocacy from conservation groups 

created the legislation. Including an Outdoor Equity Fund - funding outdoor recreation 
experiences for underserved youth (especially aimed at low income youth). Offering 
grants in a one year cycle to programs to reach out to that population. Trying to get 
beyond the STEM based opportunities and emphasize recreation and the power that 
recreation can have in our lives. Also long-term to increase the interest in youth 
becoming the public lands stewards of tomorrow and engaging them in the economic 
opportunities of the industry in the future.  

COVID-19 response: Did a survey of businesses to see how CV has impacted 
them and identify programs that might be able to help. 92% of recreation businesses in 
the state are reporting significant economic hardship due to COVID-19. 20% do not 
expect to rehire their staff in summer or fall unless they receive substantial support or 
there is a change in the situation. These are largely small, rural businesses. The report 
has been key in pivoting programs that can help.  

Helping these small businesses and sole-proprietorships connect with state and 
federal resources to get them through the crisis. 

All state parks lands have been closed, but they are starting to look at programs 
to start open developed camping. Public Lands managers were convened to work 
together with the State helping to communicate on the same page. Also have a 
state-wide campfire ban. 

https://www.nmoutside.com/
https://www.nmoutside.com/covid19-response


The legislature is looking at Loan and Grant programs for small non-profits 
included those related to outdoor recreation and conservation. The Office’s job is to be 
sure that these non-profits know how to access these programs.  

Survey of land managers: 
Reported increases of visitation greater than 25-75%. Hot spots seem to be 

related to water-based recreation close to population centers. Also reports significant 
issues with trash, lack of proper restroom facilities and fire danger. Largely using 
press-releases and newspapers to educate the public about responsible recreation. Also 
signage, flyers/posters and social media. Campaign rolling out today on responsible 
recreation, suggesting actual locations to go or to avoid.  

Action Plan 2020:  
Emphasizing the importance of public health connection with outdoor recreation. 

Also looking at how to be more intentional about environmental education in schools. 
Looking at how to use state match funding to lock down investments that might come in 
from LCWF. 

12:55  Wrap up and next meeting (shift to monthly - July 13th) 

1:00pm After meeting chat opportunity (15 min) 

 


